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Message From the Dean

Welcome to  the  f i r s t  ed i t ion  of  “The  Grad
Connec t ion”  the  newsle t te r  o f  the  Off ice  o f  Gradua te
Stud ies .   The  main  goa l s  o f  th i s  newsle t te r  a re  to
h igh l igh t  the  accompl i shments  o f  F lor ida  S ta te
Univers i ty ’s  g radua te  and  profess iona l  s tuden ts ,  and
to  in form these  s tudents ,  the  broader  FSU communi ty,
and  f r i ends  o f  FSU of  ac t iv i t i es  and  oppor tun i t i es  tha t
might  be  of  in te res t .   Ge t t ing  someth ing  new l ike  a
newsle t t e r  o f f  the  g round  i s  never  a  smal l  t a sk ,
there fore  I  want  to  thank  a l l  o f  the  Off ice  of  Gradua te
Stud ies  s ta f f ,  a s  wel l  a s  the  g radua te  s tuden ts  who
par t i c ipa ted  in  our  b ra ins to rming  sess ions  fo r  the i r

con t r ibu t ions .   I  pa r t i cu la r ly  want  to  thank  Dana
Zapa ta  fo r  “c los ing  the  dea l”  by  pu l l ing  the

informat ion  toge ther  and  ed i t ing  the  mate r ia l s .   The  gradua te  s tuden t  focus
groups  were  a  t remendous  he lp  in  ou t l in ing  the  newsle t te r,  bu t  we  wi l l
con t inue  to  t ake  sugges t ions  fo r  i t ems  to  inc lude  in  fu tu re  i s sues .   I f  you  have
sugges t ions  p lease  d i rec t  them to  our  ed i to r,  Dana  Zapa ta
(dzapata@admin. fsu .edu) .

S ince  becoming  Dean  I  have  lea rned  a  g rea t  dea l  about  the  t remendous
bread th  of  g radua te  and  profess iona l  p rograms  of fe red  a t  FSU and  I  have
taken  grea t  p leasure  in  mee t ing  many  of  our  accompl i shed  gradua te  s tuden ts .
To  acknowledge  the  ach ievements  o f  our  g radua te  s tuden ts  we  es tab l i shed  the
new Gradua te  S tuden t  Research  and  Crea t iv i ty  award .   Sponsored  by  the
Off ice  of  Graduate  S tudies ,  Off ice  of  Research ,  and  the  FSU Computer  S tore
th i s  award  wi l l  r ecognize  some of  FSU’s  ou ts tand ing  gradua te  s tuden ts .
These  awards  wi l l  be  announced  a t  the  Ce lebra t ion  fo r  S tuden t  Exce l lence  on
Apr i l  7 ,  2006  a long  wi th  the  awards  to  g radua te  s tuden ts  fo r  ou t s tand ing
teach ing  and  leadersh ip .   I  hope  to  see  you  a t  the  ce remony e i the r  as  a
rec ip ien t  o r  in  suppor t  o f  your  peers .

Sincerely,
Nancy  Marcus
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The  Deadl ine  for  inc lus ion  in  the  Summer  2006 ed i t ion  i s  Apr i l  28 ,  2006 .

Nancy Marcus

Accolades...

ChanMin Kim, an Instructional Systems doctoral student in the Educational
Psychology  and  Learn ing  Sys tems  Depar tment  i s  the  Ass i s tan t  Deve lopment
Editor for Educational Technology Research and Development ,  which is considered
the  number  one  re fe reed  journa l  in  the  a rea  o f  educa t iona l  t echnology.  She
works  wi th  the  Deve lopment  Edi to r,  J .  Michae l  Spec tor,  and  i s  respons ib le  fo r
coord ina t ing  the  b l ind  peer  rev iew process  fo r  the  journa l .
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In  keep ing  wi th  FSU’s  d iverse  educa t iona l
miss ion ,  i t s  l ibe ra l  a r t s  t rad i t ion ,  and  i t s  commitment  to
gradua te  educa t ion  in  research  and  c rea t ive  ac t iv i t i es ,  a
one-c red i t ,  un ivers i ty -wide  gradua te  course  to  t ra in
gradua te  s tuden ts  in  the  respons ib le  conduc t  o f  research
and  c rea t iv i ty  (RCRC)  was  des igned  by  the  FSU Counci l
on  Research  and  Crea t iv i ty,  and  the  Congress  o f
Gradua te  S tudents .  Wi th  funding  f rom the  Counci l  o f
Gradua te  Schools  and  the  FSU of f ices  o f  Gradua te
Studies ,  Research ,  and  Academic  and  Profess iona l
Program Serv ices ,  th i s  new course
ex tends  beyond  the  behaviora l  and
biomedica l  d i sc ip l ines  to  inc lude
ar t s  and  humani t ies  s tudents  as
wel l  ( thus ,  RCR and Creat iv i ty ) .

F i r s t  o f fe red  spr ing ,  2004 ,
the  RCRC course  inc ludes  a l l  n ine
areas  of  RCR—human and  an imal
sub jec t s ,  conf l i c t s  o f  in te res t ,  da ta
management ,  mentor / t ra inee ,
co l labora t ive  research ,  au thorsh ip ,
publ ica t ion ,  and  peer  rev iew.   Each
area  of  RCR i s  p resen ted  by  Brooks
Keel ,  Assoc ia te  Vice  Pres iden t  fo r
Research ,  dur ing  one  sess ion ,
fo l lowed by  smal l  g roup
discuss ions  the  subsequent  c lass
meet ing .   For  the  d i scuss ion
sess ions ,  the  s tudents  a re  d iv ided
in to  th ree  smal l  d i sc ip l ine-based
groups :  Sc ience ,  Technology,
Engineer ing  and  Mathemat ics
(STEM);  Soc ia l  and  Behaviora l  Sc iences  (SBS) ;  and  Ar t s
and  Humani t ies  (AH) .  Led  by  F lor ida  Sta te  Univers i ty ’s
mos t  d i s t inguished  sen ior  facu l ty  these  d i scuss ion
groups  p rov ide  s tuden ts  the  oppor tun i ty  to  in te rac t
wi th  p rominent  facu l ty  f rom each  d i sc ip l ine .   Tu i t ion
for  the  course  i s  pa id  wi th  funds  prov ided  by  FSU’s
Counci l  on  Research  and  Crea t iv i ty  and  each  s tudent
rece ives  the  course  t ex t  to  keep  a t  no  charge .

Dur ing  the  in te rven ing  week  be tween  the  la rge
and  smal l  g roup  sess ions ,  s tudents  use  Blackboard  to

“This  course  app l ies  to  a l l
d i sc ip l ines .  I t  was  good  to  have
the  oppor tuni ty  to  in terac t  wi th
s tudents  f rom so  many  f i e lds .
Par t i c ipa t ing  in  the  break  out
sessions assisted me in identifying
the ways the responsible conduct
of  research  appl ies  to  my  f i e ld
as well  as to me as both a student
and  as  a  profess ional .”

 –Mel i ta  Be lgrave ,
Music  Therapy doctoral  s tudent
and Program for Research Excellence
A s s o c i a t e

discuss  d i sc ip l ine-spec i f ic  case  s tud ies  re la ted  to  the
RCR top ic  jus t  p resen ted .  Each  week’s  case  s tud ies
serve  as  the  bas i s  fo r  the  fo l lowing  smal l  g roup
discuss ion .  The  la rge  group  por t ion  of  the  course  and
many of  the  research  facu l ty ’s  case  s tudy  d i scuss ions
were  v ideotaped  by  FSU’s  Academic  and  Profess iona l
Program Serv ices  dur ing  the  summer ,  2005 ,  and  a re
ava i lab le  on- l ine .  Fur ther ,  the  Counc i l  o f  Gradua te
Schools  has  inc luded  the  RCRC course  mater ia l s  on  i t s
web  s i t e  fo r  the  member  ins t i tu t ions .

Due  to  the  pos i t ive
teach ing  eva lua t ions  spr ing ,  2005 ,
the  RCRC course  wi l l  be  of fe red
each  spr ing  semes te r ,  wi th
v ideo tapes  ava i lab le  on- l ine  fo r
s tudents  who might  miss  a  c lass  o r
s imply  want  to  rev iew the  mater ia l
covered .  Having  sen ior  research
facu l ty  l ead  the  case  s tudy
discuss ions  wi l l  a l so  con t inue .
Senior  research  facu l ty
par t i c ipa t ing  spr ing ,  2006 ,  a re
Provos t  Lawrence  Abele ,  Dianne
Harr i son  (Provos t ) ,  Ki rby  Kemper
(Research) ,  Nancy  Marcus
(Gradua te  S tud ies ) ,  Lawrence
Dennis  ( In format ion) ,  Jon  Bai ley
(Psychology) ,  Nei l  Charness
(Psychology) ,  Pamela  Coates
(F inance) ,  Rober t  Cont re ras
(Psychology) ,  Marc  Freeman
(Biologica l  Sc ience) ,  David

Gussak  (Ar t  Therapy) ,  David  Johnson  (Humani t ies ) ,
Leonard  LaPoin te  (Communica t ion  Disorders ) ,  Jane
Mosto l le r  (Genera l  Counse l ) ,  Pa t r ic ia  Ph i l l ips  (Dance) ,
Rober t  Re ise r  (Educa t iona l  Psychology  & Learn ing
Sys tems) ,  Car r ie  Sandahl  (Thea t re ) ,   J im Smi th
(Psychology) ,  Sa l ly  Sommer  (Dance) ,  Jayne  S tandley
(Music  Therapy) ,  David  S tone  (Class ics ) ,  and  Pa t r ic ia
Young (Dance) .

see  RCRC,  page  5

Unique  Graduate  Profess ional  Ethics  Course:
Responsib le  Conduct  of  Research and  Creat iv i ty

Dissertat ion Support  Group

What: A group  counse l ing  exper ience  for  s tudents
to  d i scuss  the i r  d i s se r ta t ion .  Typica l  top ics
inc lude  procras t ina t ion ,  t ime  management ,
per fec t ion ism,  and  wr i te r ' s  b lock .

Who: Doctora l  s tuden ts  in te res ted  in  l ea rn ing
about  how wr i t ing  a  d i sse r ta t ion  a f fec t s
the i r  da i ly  l i f e .

Where:  Student  Counse l ing  Cente r ,  S tudent  L i fe
 Bui ld ing .

G o a l s : To increase  leve l s  o f  adap ta t ion  and  improve
soc ia l ,  emot iona l ,  academic ,  and  re la t ionsh ip
func t ion ing  as  a  resu l t  o f  be t te r  unders tand ing
how emot ions  and  prev ious  exper ience
af fec t  da i ly  l iv ing .

L e a d e r s : Nikki  Pr i t che t t ,  Ph .D.
Joshua  M.  Gross ,  Ph .D.

I f  interes ted: Cal l  the  S tudent  Counse l ing  Cente r  a t
644-2003  to  schedule  an  in take
a p p o i n t m e n t .



p a g e  -  3

Briefs...
Recent  pol icy  changes . . .

Revis ion  to  the  Grade  Appeals  System
Effec t ive  December  19 ,  2005

The  purpose  of  the  grade  appea ls  sys tem i s  to
a f ford  an  oppor tun i ty  fo r  an  undergradua te  o r  g radua te
s tuden t  to  appea l  a  f ina l  course  g rade  under  ce r ta in
c i rcumstances .  Facul ty  judgment  o f  s tudents ’  academic
per formance  i s  inheren t  in  the  g rad ing  process  and
hence  should  no t  be  over tu rned  except  when  the
s tudent  can  show tha t  the  g rade  awarded  represen ts  a
gross  v io la t ion  of  the  ins t ruc tor ’s  own spec i f ied
eva lua t ion  (grad ing)  s ta tement  and  there fore  was
awarded  in  an  a rb i t ra ry,  capr ic ious ,  o r  d i sc r imina tory
manner.  The  eva lua t ion  (grad ing)  s ta tement  u t i l i zed
dur ing  the  g rade  appea l s  p rocess  i s  the  one  con ta ined  in
the  ins t ruc tor ’s  sy l labus  a t  the  beg inn ing  of  the
semes te r.  This  sys tem does  no t  app ly  to  p re l iminary  or
comprehens ive  exams or  to  thes i s  o r  d i sse r ta t ion
defenses ;  these  i s sues  a re  rev iewed by  the  S tudent
Academic  Rela t ions  Commit tee  v ia  the  Dean  of  the
Facul t i es .   To  see  the  s teps  fo r  appea l ing  a  g rade  v i s i t :

h t t p : / / w w w. f s u . e d u / ~ d o f / f o r m s / g r a d e a p p e a l s . p d f .

New Academic  Honor  Pol icy
Effec t ive  Augus t  22 ,  2005

The s ta tement  on  Values  and  Moral  Standards
at  FSU says :  “The  mora l  norm which  gu ides  conduct
and  in forms  po l icy  a t  F lor ida  S ta te  Univers i ty  i s
respons ib le  f reedom.  Freedom is  an  impor tan t
exper ience  which  the  Univers i ty,  one  of  the  f rees t  o f
ins t i tu t ions ,  p rov ides  fo r  a l l  o f  i t s  c i t i zens  –  facu l ty,
s tudents ,  admin is t ra to rs ,  and  s ta f f .  F reedom i s
respons ib ly  exerc i sed  when  i t  i s  d i rec ted  by  e th ica l
s t a n d a r d s . ”

The  s ta tement  a l so  addresses  academic
in tegr i ty :  “The  Univers i ty  asp i res  to  exce l lence  in  i t s
core  ac t iv i t i es  o f  t each ing ,  research ,  c rea t ive
express ion ,  and  publ ic  se rv ice  and  i s  commit ted  to  the
in tegr i ty  o f  the  academic  process .  The  [Academic
Honor  Po l icy]  i s  a  spec i f ic  mani fes ta t ion  of  th i s
commitment .  Tru thfu lness  in  one’s  c la ims  and
represen ta t ions  and  hones ty  in  one’s  ac t iv i t i es  a re
essen t ia l  in  l i f e  and  voca t ion ,  and  the  rea l iza t ion  of
t ru thfu lness  and  hones ty  i s  an  in t r ins ic  par t  o f  the
educa t iona l  p rocess .”

Guided  by  these  p r inc ip les ,  the  Academic
Honor  Po l icy  ou t l ines  the  Univers i ty ’s  expec ta t ions
for  s tudents ’  academic  work ,  the  procedures  fo r
reso lv ing  a l l eged  v io la t ions  o f  those  expec ta t ions ,  and
the  r igh t s  and  respons ib i l i t i e s  o f  s tuden ts  and  facu l ty
throughout  the  p rocess .  To  read  the  en t i re  Academic
Honor  Pol icy  v is i t :

h t tp : / /www.fsu .edu /~dof / fo rms/honorpol icy.pdf .

The  sever i ty  and  f requency  of  s inkhole  losses
cont inue  to  inc rease  in  F lor ida .  As  a  resu l t ,  the
ava i lab i l i ty  and  a f fordab i l i ty  o f  insurance  coverage  fo r
the  per i l  o f  s inkholes  con t inue  to  be  p rob lemat ic  fo r
res iden ts ,  r egu la to rs ,  insure rs ,  and  the  Legis la tu re .  In
response  to  the  p rob lem,  the  2004  F lor ida  Legis la tu re
manda ted  a  s tudy  of  the  feas ib i l i ty  and  cos t  benef i t  o f
a  F lor ida  s inkhole  insurance  fac i l i ty  and  re la ted
m a t t e r s .

The  s tudy  was  conducted  by  facu l ty  members
in  the  Risk  Management  and  Insurance  (RMI)
Depar tment  o f  F lor ida  Sta te  Univers i ty.  Kevin
Gatz la f f ,  a  doc tora l  s tudent  in  the  RMI Depar tment ,
par t i c ipa ted  as  an  ac t ive  member  of  the  research  team.
“I t  was  a  g rea t  exper ience  to  be  par t  o f  the  t eam tha t
worked  on  th i s  p ro jec t , ”  says  Kevin .  “The  Risk
Management  and  Insurance  facu l ty  members  a t  F lor ida
Sta te  a re  ou ts tand ing ,  and  I  was  g ra te fu l  fo r  the
oppor tun i ty  to  work  a longs ide  them to  deve lop
recommendat ions  a imed a t  so lv ing  a  se r ious ,  rea l -wor ld
p rob lem.”

The  $300 ,000  s tudy
focused  on  the  methods
employed  to  manage  s ing le
per i l  exposures ,  inc lud ing
re insurance  fac i l i t i e s  and
g o v e r n m e n t - s p o n s o r e d
insurance .   The  repor t
ana lyzed  the  per t inen t
i s sues  wi th  respec t  to
s inkholes  in  F lor ida  and

recommended changes  to
the  s ta tu tory  def in i t ions  o f  s inkhole  loss  and  s inkhole
ac t iv i ty ;  c rea t ion  of  un i form procedures  fo r  ad jus tment
of  c la ims;  and  es tab l i shment  o f  a  da ta  warehouse  to
s tore  s inkhole  c la ims  in format ion .  The  repor t  a l so
sugges ted  tha t  i f  the  a forement ioned  measures  d id  no t
remedy the  prob lem tha t  the  s ta te  cons ider  es tab l i sh ing
a  fac i l i ty  to  which  insure rs  would  concede  a l l  s inkhole
coverage.

Professor  Pa t r ick  Maroney,  the  p r inc ipa l
inves t iga tor  on  the  p ro jec t ,  sa id  “A grea t  dea l  o f  da ta
on  subs idence  fac i l i t i e s  in  o ther  s ta tes  as  wel l  as
federa l  s ing le  per i l  insurance  mechanisms  were
compi led  by  Kevin .  His  a t t en t ion  to  de ta i l  and  the
thoroughness  o f  h i s  research  was  very  impress ive .  He
was  a  va luable  member  of  the  team tha t  compi led  the
600-page  repor t . ”

Did you know. . .

The Off ice  of  Academic  & Profess iona l  Program
Serv ices  (APPS)  of fe rs  workshops  for  Gradua te  S tudents
in  the  a reas  o f  E lec t ron ic  Campus ,  PIE/PFF and  Teaching
Conference?

Topics  inc lude:  "Use  TurnI t In  to  Dete r  P lag ia r i sm,"  "Fa i r
Use  of  Media  and  the  TEACH Act , "  "Mentor  Tra in ing ,"
"Conversa t ions  on  Teaching :  St imula te  In te res t  in  Your
Course , "  and  in t ro  and  advanced  PowerPoin t  c lasses .  For
a  comple te  l i s t  o f  APPS Workshops  v i s i t :

h t t p : / / f o r m s . o d d l . f s u . e d u / o n l i n e / w o r k s h o p s .

Kevin Gatzlaff

Address ing  Flor ida’s  S inkhole  Problem
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N o t e w o r t h y

Aw a r d s

Chad Everett  Allen (M.S. candidate,  Geography),
was  awarded  a  2005  U.S .  Communi ty  Fores t ry
Research  Fe l lowship  f rom the  Ford  Founda t ion
and U.C.  Berkeley.

Ginger  Assad i  (Ph .D.  candida te ,  Humani t ies ) ,
won the 2005 Graduate Award in Creative Writing
at  FSU.

Deann Atchley (Ph.D.  Candidate,  Neuroscience)
was  awarded  a  2005  Amer ican  Psychologica l
Founda t ion  Schola rsh ip .

Reagan Ellis (M.S. candidate, Educational Leadership
and  Pol icy  S tud ies ) ,  and  her  par tner  won  f i r s t
p lace  in  the  case  s tudy  compet i t ion  a t  the  Ohio
College Personnel  Associat ion’s  (OCPA) annual
conference  in  Columbus,  OH.

Michae l  R .  Hines  (Ph .D.  candida te ,  Computer
Science), was awarded a three year AT&T Fellowship
beginning summer 2005. It includes monthly stipend,
summer internship and collaboration with researchers
at  AT&T Research Labs,  Florham Park,  NJ.

Ji l l  M. Holm-Denoma (Ph.D. Candidate,  Clinical
Psychology) ,  was  awarded  the  Joseph  and  Ruth
Matarazzo Scholarship and a dissertation scholarship
f rom the  Amer ican  Psychologica l  Foundat ion .

Prasad Kulkarni (Ph.D. candidate, Computer Science),
was awarded an IBM Ph.D. Fellowship.  It includes
paid  tu i t ion  and fees ,  a  summer  in ternship ,  IBM
ThinkPad and a $17,500 stipend for one academic
year .

Jing Li (Ph.D. candidate, Industrial Engineering),
won the 2005 Florida Advanced Center for Composite
Technologies Research Excellence Award, for the
publ ica t ion  of  “Sta t i s t ica l  Character iza t ion  and
Robust Design of RTM Processes” in Composites
Par t  A:  Appl ied  Sc ience  and  Manufac tur ing .

Victor F. Muchuruza (Ph.D. Candidate, Civil Engineering),
was  awarded  the  “Book Schola rsh ip  Award”  by
the Big Bend Chapter of the Institute of Transportation
Engineers ,  December .

John Richardson (M.S. candidate, Urban and Regional
P lanning) ,  was  awarded  the  Edward  McClure
Award  for  the  Bes t  Mas te r ’s  S tudent  Paper.

Deden Rukmana (Ph.D. candidate, Urban and Regional
Planning) ,  was  awarded  a  Gi l l -Chin  Lim Trave l
Award from the Global Planning Educators Interest
Group  (GPEIG)  fo r  p resen t ing  a  paper  a t  the
Assoc ia t ion  of  Col leg ia te  Schools  o f  P lann ing
2005 Annual Conference, Kansas City, MO, October.

Elizabeth Winslow (Ph.D. candidate, Public Administration
and  Pol icy) ,  was  awarded  the  f i r s t  annua l  Ruth
“Sweet ie”  Cox  Disse r ta t ion  Schola rsh ip  a t  the
Askew School  Awards  Ceremony,  January.

Tracy Witte (Ph.D. Candidate, Clinical Psychology)
was awarded a 2005-2006 Injury Prevention Student
Research  Fe l lowship ,  which  i s  a  jo in t  in i t i a t ive
of  the  Soc ie ty  fo r  Publ ic  Hea l th  Educa t ion  and
the  Cente r  fo r  Disease  Cont ro l ’ s  In jury  Cente r .

G r a n t s

Ted Bender (Ph.D. Candidate, Clinical Psychology)
was  awarded  an  FSU CRC LEAD grant .

Accolades...

Paul T. Jaeger was awarded the Jean Tague-Sutcliffe Award in recognition
of  winning  the  Doctora l  S tudent  Research  Pos te r  Compet i t ion  a t  the  2006
Associat ion for Library and Information Science Education (ALISE) conference
on  January  17 .

Jaeger  i s  a  doc tora l  candida te  in  the  Col lege  of  In format ion  and  the
Manager  for  Research  Development  a t  FSU’s  Informat ion  Use  Management
and  Pol icy  Ins t i tu te .  His  pos te r  was  en t i t l ed  “Mul t i -method  Eva lua t ion  of
U.S .  Federa l  E lec t ron ic  Government  Webs i tes  in  t e rms  of  Access ib i l i ty  fo r
Persons with Disabi l i t ies .”  I t  summarized the f indings of  Jaeger ’s  disser ta t ion,
which examines  issues  of  the  access ibi l i ty  and usabi l i ty  of  federal  government
w e b s i t e s .

This  year ’s  compet i t ion  inc luded  60  en t r ies  f rom doc tora l  s tudents
f rom Library  and  Informat ion  Sc ience  programs  across  the  Uni ted  S ta tes
and  Canada .This  i s  the  f i r s t  t ime  a  s tuden t  f rom Flor ida  S ta te  Univers i ty
has  won the  ALISE Doctora l  S tudent  Research  Pos te r  Compet i t ion .

Grants  (cont . )

Tamara C. Bertrand (Ph.D. Candidate, Educational
Leadersh ip  and  Pol icy  S tud ies )  was  awarded  a
Travel Grant to attend the 2005 SACS-COC annual
meet ing,  At lanta ,  GA,  December .

Ginni Blackhart (Ph.D. Candidate, Social Psychology)
was awarded a National Institutes of Health National
Student Service Award grant to support her research,
“Depression, Cortisol, and Interpersonal Interaction.”

Danie l  Sosna  (Ph .D.  Candida te ,  Anthropology)
was awarded the research grant (as Co-PI) “Paleobiology
of  the  La te  Eneol i th ic  and  Ear ly  Bronze  Age”
with Vladimir Sladek (PI)  and Patr ik Galeta (Co-
PI) of University of West Bohemia, Czech Republic.
Received  f rom the  Univers i ty  of  West  Bohemia ,
($7,500) ,  January.

John Thompson (Ph.D. Candidate,  Neuroscience)
was awarded a 3 year National Institutes of Health
National Student Service Award grant to investigate
“Neura l  Dynamics  of  Vocal  Recovery” .

 Presentat ions  -  Internat ional

Wayne Rupp (Classics), presented the paper, “The
Hero  wi th  the  P low and  the  Dea th  of  Remus  on
Etruscan Cinerary Urns,”  a t  the  annual  meet ings
of the Archaeological Institute of America, Montreal,
Canada,  January.

Sheri  Webber  (Information) ,  served as  a  panel is t
fo r  “Libra ry  Success  S tor ies .”   An  of f ic ia l  s ide
event  o f  the  Wor ld  Summit  on  the  Informat ion
Society sponsored by the International Federation
of Library Associations and Organizations, Tunis,
Tunis ia ,  November .

Kathreryn Wright ,  Er in  Dicesare ,  Jess ica  Lowe,
and Genevieve Brackins’ (Humanities) will present
a 90-minute colloquium entitled “Teaching Multiculturalism
though  F i lm,”  inc lud ing  the  papers  “Balanc ing
Form and  Conten t  in  Mul t icu l tu ra l  F i lm,”  “The
Cinematic Institution and Multiculturalism,” “Mainstreaming
Multiculturalism in Film,” and “Film as Propaganda,
film as Protest,” at the 4th International Conference
on New Direct ions in the Humanit ies ,  Universi ty
of  Car thage  in  Tunis ,  Tunis ia ,  Ju ly.

 Presentat ions  -  Nat ional

Ju l ia  D.  Smi th  Buckner  (Cl in ica l  Psychology) ,
co-presen ted  the  papers  “Dr ink ing  Mot ives  and
Situation-Specific Alcohol Consumption in Individuals
wi th  Soc ia l  Anxie ty”  and  “Soc ia l  Anxie ty  and
Cannabis  Use :  Eva lua t ing  the  Modera t ing  Role
of  In t rapersona l  and  Fami l ia l  Risk  Fac tors ,”  a t
the  Assoc ia t ion  fo r  Behaviora l  and  Cogni t ive
Therapies ,  Washington ,  DC,  November.

Pat te  Casey (Middle  and Secondary  Educat ion) ,
wi l l  p resen t  “Teach  Algebra  in  Space ,”  a t  the
T-Cubed meet ing,  Denver,  CO,  February.

Y.L. Chiari, K.L. Thompson, and R.G. Alamo (Chemical
Engineering), will present “Overall Crystallization
Kine t ics  o f  Po lymorphic  Poly  (propylenes) ,”
at  the meet ing of  the American Physical  Society,
Balt imore,  MA, March.

Li Feng (Economics) presented “Sample Selection
for Hedonic Regression Models When Unmeasured
Quali ty  Differences is  Present ,”  a t  the American
Real  Es ta te  and  Urban  Economics  Assoc ia t ion ,
Boston,  MA, January.

Li  Feng  (Economics) ,  p resen ted  “Here  Today,
Gone  Tomorrow:  Causes  and  Consequences  of
New Teacher Attrition” and “Inter-School Teacher
Turnover,” at the Southern Economic Association
75th Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, November.

Haro ldo  Fonta ine  (Educa t iona l  Leadersh ip  and
Pol icy  S tud ies ) ,  p resen ted  the  paper  “Ora t ion
on the Indignity of Caliban: A Critical Consideration
of the Modern West’s Hypocrisy in Denying ‘Liberty
and  Jus t ice  fo r  Al l , ’”  a t  the  annua l  mee t ing  of
the  Amer ican  Educa t iona l  S tud ies  Assoc ia t ion ,
Char lo t tesv i l l e ,  VA,  November.

Therese Kemper (Clinical Psychology), presented
the  paper  “Juveni le  Sex Offenders :  Compar ison
of three victim age based subgroups and description
of  t rea tment  comple t ion  and  rec id iv ism,”  a t  the
2005  Assoc ia t ion  for  the  Trea tment  o f  Sexua l
Abusers conference, Salt Lake City, UT, November.

Daejin Kim and Sang-Seok Bae (Public Administration
and Policy), presented the paper “Is Local Discretionary
Sales  Tax  Adopted  to  Counterac t  F i sca l  S t ress?
The Case of Florida Counties,” at the 27th Annual
APPAM Research Conference,  Washington,  DC,
November.

see  Notewor thy,  page  6
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During  the  TCSP exper iment ,  Albers  se rved
as  a  p r imary  forecas te r  aboard  the  NASA ER-2  and
NOAA P3,  hur r icane  hunte r  p lanes  tha t  f l ew miss ions
in to  the  s to rms .  Through  ou t  the  course  o f  the  s to rm
sophis t ica ted  ins t ruments  took  measurements  f rom
ins ide  and  above  the  s to rms  a t  the  same t ime ,  v i r tua l ly
prov id ing  in -s i tu  observa t ions  o f  the  s to rm’s  p rof i l e
and  of  every th ing  f rom l igh tn ing  and  radar  imagery  to
the  microphys ics  o f  the  s to rm.  Speaking  on  the
impor tance  of  the  exper iment  Kr i shnamur t i  sa id  “ In  the
overa l l  complex i ty  o f  fac tors  tha t  can  d ic ta te  hur r icane
in tens i ty,  we  recognize  the  in te rna l  th rus t  o f  the  s to rm
cont r ibu ted  to  by  microphys ics .  Major  model
sens i t iv i ty  s tud ies  a re  impor tan t  tha t  focus  on  the
inner  th rus t  and  how the  poss ib le  d i rec t  e f fec t s  o f
snow,  ice ,  g raupe l ,  and  the  l iqu id  wate r  phases  o f  the
microphys ics  re la te  to  hur r icane  in tens i ty.”  He  added ,
“TCSP was  a  l a rge  s tep  toward  tha t ,  and  Cerese’s
research  i s  an  impor tan t  par t  o f  the  p roduc t .”

Alber ’s  s tudy  wi l l  impac t  the  hur r icane
model ing  communi ty  by
improving  the  way  tha t
models  l ike  Kr ishnamur t i ’s
make  the i r  in tens i ty
pred ic t ions .  These
improved  pred ic t ions  wi l l
mean  sav ing  s ta tes  l ike
Flor ida  hundreds  of
mi l l ions  o f  do l la r s  in
damage  cos t s  and ,  more
impor tan t ly,  p revent ing
loss  o f  l i fe  th rough  more
advance  warn ings  for
communi t i e s .

When asked  why
th i s  research  i s  impor tan t
to  her,  Albers  answered ,
“ I t ’s  espec ia l ly  reward ing
because  I  know tha t  i t
d i rec t ly  impac ts  my
fr iends  and  fami ly.  Everyone  here  worr ies  about
hur r icanes ;  one  day  soon  we’ l l  be  be t te r  ab le  to  in form
people  about  the  s to rms ,  and  how s t rong  they  wi l l  be ,
fu r ther  in  advance .”

In  a  jo in t  f i e ld  exper iment  wi th  the  Nat iona l
Aeronaut ics  and  Space  Adminis t ra t ion  (NASA)  and  the
Nat iona l  Oceanic  and  Atmospher ic  Adminis t ra t ion
(NOAA) FSU Meteoro logy  gradua te  s tudent  Cerese
Albers  researched  t rop ica l  sys tems  dur ing  the  summer

of  2005 .  Based  ou t  o f  San
Jose ,  Cos ta  Rica ,  the
Tropica l  Cloud  Sys tems  and
Processes  (TCSP)
exper iment  combined
technology  and  exper ience
f rom severa l  un ivers i t i es
and  government
organ iza t ions  to  ob ta in  in -
depth  rea l - t ime

measurements  o f  severa l  t rop ica l  cyc lones .  One  such
s torm was  Hurr icane  Dennis ,  which  d i rec t ly  impac ted
the  Gul f  Coas t  o f  F lor ida  as  i t  made  landfa l l  near
Pensaco la ,  FL in  the  a f te rnoon  hours  o f  Ju ly  10  as  a
Category  Three  major  hur r icane .  Cos t ly,  widespread
damage  to  coas ta l  communi t ies  a long  the  F lor ida
Panhandle  was  among the  d i rec t  impac ts  o f  the
hur r icane  which  s ta r ted  as  a  t rop ica l  depress ion  in  the
Southeas te rn  Car ibbean  Sea  on  Monday,
Ju ly  4 .

The  in tens i ty  o f  a  s to rm i s  one  of  the  mos t
d i f f icu l t  face t s  to  fo recas t .  “An impor tan t  aspec t  o f
the  TCSP exper iment  focused  on  ga in ing  in -dep th
measurements  o f  hur r icane  microphys ics ,”  Albers  sa id .
Under  the  tu te lage  of  Dr.  T.  N.  Kr i shnamur t i ,  who  runs
the  F lor ida  S ta te  Superensemble  model  which  made
landmark  progress  in  the  2004  hur r icane  season  wi th  i t s
s ta te -of - the-a r t  t r ack  and  in tens i ty  fo recas t s ,  Albers ’
thes i s  focuses  on  improving  how s ta te -of - the-a r t
hur r icane  models  incorpora te  microphys ics  in to  the i r
a lgor i thms .  The  types  of  microphys ics  in  hur r icanes
inc lude  measurements  o f  d i f fe ren t  hydrometeors ,  such
as  ra in ,  snow,  c loud  ice ,  c loud  l iqu id  wate r  and  ha i l .
“By improving  how to  model  these  charac te r i s t i cs  o f  a
hur r icane ,  the  fo recas t  in tens i ty  can  be  vas t ly
improved .  There  have  been  many s tud ies  which  have
conc luded  a  d i rec t  cor re la t ion  be tween  the  quan t i ty  and
type  of  hydrometeors  p resen t  and  a  hur r icane’s
in tens i ty,”  she  sa id .

A unique  fea ture  of  the  RCRC program i s  the
Program for  Research  Exce l lence  (PRE) ,  modeled  a f te r
the  FSU Program for  Ins t ruc t iona l  Exce l lence ,  which  i s
des igned  to  improve  the  teach ing  ab i l i t i es  o f  g radua te
Teaching  Ass i s tan ts .  Three  s tudents  who ac t ive ly
par t i c ipa ted  in  the  2005  course ,  one  f rom each  of  the
three  b road  d i sc ip l ines ,  were  inv i ted  to  se rve  a  s imi la r
ro le  as  depar tmenta l  PRE Assoc ia tes .   These  PRE
Assoc ia tes  a re  an  in tegra l  par t  o f  the  RCRC program by
serv ing  as  RCRC course  mentors ,  a r ranging
depar tmenta l  RCRC workshops ,  and  par t ic ipa t ing  in
ex is t ing  depar tmenta l  and  un ivers i ty -wide  RCRC
effor t s .  Addi t iona l ly,  the  PRE Assoc ia tes  p resen ted  s ix
RCRC workshops  publ ic iz ing  the  RCRC course .

When asked  about  the i r  exper iences  in  the
RCRC course  and  as  PRE Assoc ia tes ,  Thomas Anthony,
Indus t r ia l  and  Manufac tur ing  Engineer ing ,  r esponded
“I t  i s  en l igh ten ing  and  in format ive .  You would  never
th ink  tha t  research  involves  be ing  aware  o f  a l l  these
d i f fe ren t  a reas .  The  in format ion  i s  no t  on ly  app l icab le
for  g radua te  s tuden ts ;  i t  i s  t r ans fe rab le  to  indus t ry  as
wel l  as  to  academia .”  Ref lec t ing  for  a  moment ,  Stacy
Shumway,  Communica t ion  Disorders ,  added  “Dr.  Kee l
brought  in  examples  o f  misconduc t  in  research ,  which
rea l ly  b rought  the  course  a l ive  and  re la ted  research
e th ics  to  cur ren t  even ts .  The  smal l  g roup  meet ings
rea l ly  so l id i f i ed  what  we  had  d i scussed  dur ing  lec ture
the  p rev ious  week .  I t  a l lowed  us  to  app ly  the  e th ica l
pr inc ip les  to  our  own respec t ive  f i e lds .”

RCRC, from page 2

Improving Hurricane Intens i ty  Forecasts

Cerese Albers
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For  years  sc ien t i s t s  a round  the
wor ld  have  s tud ied  g loba l  warming .
Resul t s  ind ica te  tha t  manmade
greenhouse  gases  a re  in f luenc ing  the
hea t  ba lance  of  the  ear th ’s  a tmosphere .
J i l l  F le iger ,  mas te rs  s tudent  in  chemica l
oceanography,  a long  wi th
her  major  p rofessor ,  Je f f
Chanton ,  have  been
research ing  methods  to
reduce  methane  emiss ions ,
a  po ten t  g reenhouse  gas .
Accord ing  to  F le iger  and
Chanton ,  th i s  i s  as  s imple
as  p lac ing  a  b io-cover  over
loca l  l andf i l l s .

A s ign i f ican t
por t ion  of  the  methane  found
in  our  a tmosphere  i s  re leased  by
landf i l l s  as  depos i ted  i t ems  decompose .
By p lac ing  a  l ayer  o f  c rushed  g lass
covered  wi th  a  l ayer  o f  compos t  o r
mulch  over  the  re fuse ,  F le iger  c rea ted  a
b io-cover  fo r  a  sec t ion  of  the  Leon
County  landf i l l .  The  bac te r ia  in  the
compos t  change  the  methane  to  carbon

diox ide ,  a  l ess  po ten t  g reenhouse  gas .
Twice  a  month ,  F le iger  measures  the
f lux  and  takes  samples  a t  d i f fe ren t
dep ths  to  ensure  the  b io-cover  i s
work ing .  F ind ings  show the  la rger  the
layer  o f  compos t ,  the  more  methane  i s

reduced  wi th  a  s ign i f ican t
d i f fe rence  be tween  no
compos t  and  12  inches  of
c o m p o s t .

Curren t ly,  mos t
landf i l l s  cover  the i r  was te
wi th  a  l ayer  o f  c lay  tha t
i s  d i f f i cu l t  fo r  oxygen  to
pene t ra te  l ead ing  to  s low
decompos i t ion .  F le iger
has  shown tha t  the
compost  method a l lows

more  oxygen  to  reach  re fuse  speeding
up decompos i t ion .

“This  i s  an  inexpens ive  way  to
reduce  greenhouse  gases  in  l andf i l l s
th roughout  F lor ida  and  the  count ry,”
sa id  F le iger.  “ I t ’s  so  easy  to  rep l ica te ,
everyone  should  be  do ing  i t . ”

Dates  to  Know:

M a r c h

16 - Delores Auzenne Fellowship
for  Minor i t i es  -  dead l ine  fo r
receipt of completed applications
to the student’s major department.

28 -   ETD PDF Convers ion
Wo r k s h o p .

29 - ETD PDF Conversion Workshop.

31 - Delores Auzenne Fellowship
for  Minor i t i es  -  dead l ine  fo r
receipt of completed applications
to the Office of Graduate Studies.

A p r i l

3 - ETD format approval deadline.

10 -   ETD f ina l  submiss ion
deadl ine .

15  -  Univers i ty  Fe l lowship
- deadline for all original recipients
to  accep t /deny.

28  -  Commencement  -
7 :30  p .m. ,  Civ ic  Cente r

29  -  Commencement   -
9 :00  a .m. ,  Civ ic  Cente r

For  more informat ion on these  dates ,  contact
the Office of Graduate Studies at 850.644.3500.

Bio-Covers  Reduce  Methane  Emiss ions  from Landf i l l s

Jill  Fleiger

Sung Wook Kwon (Publ ic  Adminis t ra t ion and Pol icy) ,
p resen ted  the  paper  “Transac t ion  Cos t  Po l i t i c s  and
Local Service Production,” at the Association for Public
Policy Analysis and Management Conference, Washington,
DC, November.

D. E. “Gene” Mills, Jr. (Religion), presented “Christianity
Encounters the World of Kane,  Ku, Lono, and Kanaloa:
Nat ive  Hawai ian  Responses  to  the  Chr i s t i an  God,”
at the 2005 Pruit Memorial Symposium “Global Christianity:
Challenging Modernity and the West,” Baylor University,
Waco, TX, November.

Ed H. Moore (Public Administration and Policy), presented
the paper “Notes on Disaster Preparedness and Recovery,”
a t  the  Nat iona l  Assoc ia t ion  of  Independent  Col leges
and Universities Fall Leadership Conference, Washington,
DC, November.

Victor F.  Muchuruza (Civil  Engineering),  co-presented
the session “Traffic Simulation Models: New Developments
and  Appl ica t ions ,”  a t  the  85 th  Annua l  Meet ing  of
the  Transpor ta t ion  Research  Board ,  Washing ton  DC,
January.

Johann Pautz (Humanities) presented the paper “Gardening
on  a  Gol f -Course :  Reading  F igh t  Club  as  a  Templa te
for  Eco-Mascul ine Discourse ,”  a t  the  Li terature ,  Eco-
Criticism, and the Environment conference, Albuquerque,
NM, February.

Gregory  Persh in  (Publ ic  Adminis t ra t ion  and  Pol icy) ,
presented the paper “Community Colleges and Baccalaureate
Degrees :  A S tudy  of  the  Pol icy  Framing  Act iv i t i es
of Two Florida-Based Non-Profi ts ,”  at  the Associat ion
for the Research on Nonprofit Organizations and Voluntary
Assoc ia t ions  Annual  Conference ,  Washing ton ,  DC,
November.

Deden  Rukmana  (Urban  and  Regiona l  P lanning) ,  co-
presen ted  the  paper  “Urbaniza t ion  and  Motorcyc les :
The  Cha l lenges  fo r  Urban  Transpor t  in  Jakar ta ,”  a t
the Transportation Research Board 85th Annual Meeting,
Washington ,  DC,  January.

Carl Siebert (Statistics),  co-presented “The caregiver
ro le  iden t i ty  sca le :  A va l ida t ion  s tudy”  wi th  Darcy
Siebert ,  Ph.D. (Social  Work) at  the Society for Social
Work  and  Research  conference ,  San  Anton io ,  TX,
January.

Kimberly Van Orden (Clinical Psychology), co-presented
the papers “Marital Concordance for Major Depressive
Disorder:  An Exploration of the Assortative Relating
and Depression Contagion Hypotheses” and “Interpersonal
Bel ie f s  and  Suic ida l i ty :  The  Rela t ionsh ip  Between
Suic ida l  Des i re ,  A Thwar ted  Need  to  Be long ,  and
Perce ived  Burdensomeness ,”  a t  the  annual  meet ing
of the Association of Cognitive and Behavioral Therapists,
Washington ,  DC,  November.

Kimberly Van Orden (Clinical Psychology) co-presented
the  pos te r,  “Tes t ing  the  Ef fec t iveness  o f  a  L is t  o f
Suicide  Warning Signs  for  the  Publ ic ,”  a t  the  annual
meeting of the Association of Cognitive and Behavioral
Therap is t s ,  Washington ,  DC,  November.

Sher i  Webber  ( In format ion) ,  p resen ted  the  pos te r
“Elec t ronic  Resources  Management :   Explor ing  the
Ethical  Cl imate ,”  a t  the  Associa t ion for  Library and
Informat ion Science Educat ion Annual  Conference,
San Antonio ,  TX,  January.

Jess ica  Word  (Publ ic  Adminis t ra t ion  and  Pol icy) ,
presented the paper  “A Comparison of  Collaborat ive
Behavior Among Nonprofit Organizations and Between
Nonprof i t s  and  o ther  Sec tors ,”  a t  the  Assoc ia t ion
for  the  Research  on  Nonprof i t  Organ iza t ions  and
Voluntary Associations Annual Conference, Washington,
DC, November.

Katheryn Wright  (Humani t ies) ,  presented  the  paper
“Crea t ing  the  Other  in  ‘A Clockwork  Orange , ’”  a t
the National Communication Association’s 91st Annual
Convent ion ,  Bos ton ,  MA,  November .

For a complete  l is t  of  FSU graduate s tudent  awards,
gran ts ,  presen ta t ions ,  and  publ ica t ions ,  for  the
past  6-months (as of  February 10,  2006),  as reported
by  depar tments  v i s i t :
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